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E.O. 11652: SPOPEG 

SUBJECT: POPULATION CONTROL: ANOTHER CALL FOR 
"POSITIVE ACTION" 

REF: CAIRO 17110 

1 . CAIRO PRESS TODAY GAVE FURTHER EVIDENCE OF INTEREST 
IN ISSUE OF CONTROLLING POPULATION GROWTH. JOURNALIST 
FIKRI ABAZA, WRITING IN AL-MUSSAWAR JULY 20 CALLS FOR, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, "POSITIVE ACTION" AGAINST POPULATION 
EXPLOSION, WHICH HE DESCRIBES AS GREATEST DANGER OF ALL 
THREATENING EGYPT. POSITIVE ACTION, HE SAYS, MEANS 

"NOT MERELY ADVICE AND GUIDANCE" BUT "PROHIBITIVE 
LEGISLATION". 

2. COMMENT: WHILE ABAZA'S MENTION OF POPULATION CONTROL 
IS BRIEF, IT IS ALSO VERY STRONG. IT TIES IN WITH 
STATEMENTS MADE JULY 19 BY MINISTER OF PLANNING ABDEL 
MEGUID TO ACTING AID DIRECTOR THAT EFFORTS TO CURB POPU- 
LATION CONTROL NOW HAS BROAD SUPPORT WITHIN GOVERNMENT 
RANKS, INCLUDING SUPPORT OF SHEIKH OF AL AZHAR AND 
PRESIDENT SADAT. 

3. MEGUID EXPLAINED TO ACTING DIRECTOR THAT SHORTLY AFTER 
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HIS RETURN FROM PARIS HE MET WITH SADAT, SALEM AND THE 
SHEIKH OF AL AZHAR. ACCORDING MEGUID, SADAT BECAME 
CONVINCED THAT "GO AHEAD" HAD TO BE GIVEN FOR MORE ACTIVE 
PROGRAMS TO REDUCE POPULATION GROWTH. SHEIKH ALSO 
AGREED ON BENEFIT OF RESTRAINING SIZE OF FAMILIES 
AND PASSED WORD THAT THIS IDEA SHOULD BE POSITIVELY 
PRESENTED IN MOSQUES AT FRIDAY SERVICES. MEGUID SAID 
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HIS SUBSEQUENT VISITS TO MOSQUES PROVED THAT IDEA WAS 
IN FACT BEING TREATED POSITIVELY. 

4. MEGUID PLANS TO WORK UP DATA TO DEMONSTRATE TO PUBLIC 
NEGATIVE IMPACT OF HIGH POPULATION GROWTH RATE. BUT HE 
ALSO BELIEVES MIDWIVES IN RURAL AREAS MUST BE ENLISTED 
ON SIDE OF FAMILY PLANNING AND MUST BE PAID MORE FOR 
PREGNANCIES AVOIDED THAN FOR DELIVERIES. HE DOES NOT SEE 
MALE STERILIZATION AS VIABLE SOLUTION FOR FORESEEABLE 
FUTURE. MINISTRY OF HEALTH SUPPOSEDLY WORKING ON STRATEGY 
FOR POPULATION CONTROL. 

5. MEGUID CONCLUDED THAT THERE ALSO GREAT NEED FOR 
RELOCATION OF SUBSTANTIAL NUMBERS OF PEOPLE TO BREAK 
UP HIGH CONCENTRATION OF POPULATION IN CAIRO AND OTHER 
MAJOR CITIES; HE THOUGHT THIS IN ITSELF WOULD LOWER BIRTH 
RATE. HE HOPED AID WOULD BE SUPPORTIVE OF DEVELOPMENT 
OF NEW LANDS. 

6. COMMENT: AUTHORITATIVE PICTURE OF WHAT GOE POLICY 
WILL BE IN THIS SENSITIVE AREA WILL IN THE END HAVE TO 
COME FROM SADAT. SCARRITT 
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